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Ordnance Survey’s licensing structure

Commercial Contracts Team

Agenda 

• Ordnance Survey’s licensing model
• Additional licences
• Additional resources
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Ordnance Survey licensing framework
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Direct licensing

• Customers – central and local government, utilities
• Collective Purchasing Agreements

• Access to national cover of a set of data products
• Comprehensive set of licence rights

• Framework Direct Licence
• Smaller areas
• Standard prices
• Standard licence rights  
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Data distribution

• Aimed at our small and medium scale products

• Distributors have greater reach in the markets

• Distributors can also:
• ‘Cookie cut’, reformat, feature subset, and so on

• Ordnance Survey provides a ‘merchant margin’ to distributors

Partner licensing

• Value-added products and services to customers 

• Partners serving customers in a range of markets including:
- Land and property - Navigation
- Insurance - Transport
- Government - Publishing 

• Framework Partner Licence (‘umbrella agreement’)

• Specific Use Contracts based on market and ’use’
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Specific Use Contracts – benefits

• Prices based on market and use
• Based on Partner’s output and Ordnance Survey (data) input
• Specific Use defined in detail in the licence 
• Covers use of multiple Ordnance Survey datasets
• Royalties expressed clearly – in pounds and pence 
• Royalties defined in relation to use for example, print-runs; 

web-hits; CDs; service subscribers, transactions

Specific Use Contracts

Consumer Website Services 
Fleet Management Products 
Land Search Service
Location Based Services
Publishing Products
Reports Services
Navigation Products 
Personal Use Software Products

Plan, Design, Build Service
View, Plot, Export Service 
ASP Tracking Services 
ASP Car Sharing Services 
Car Sharing Services
User Derived Data for 
Standard Licensed Use 
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Ordnance Survey contracts 

From:

• Pricing and licensing evolved over time

• Contracts developed in isolation 

• Focus on input, that is, the Ordnance Survey data products

To:

• Standard contracts, focussed on use, to ensure:

• Partners could compete fairly

• License the same activity in the same way

• Protect Ordnance Survey and the Intellectual Property

Additional licences

• Pilot Data Licences
• Allows for trials of data before committing to a longer term 

contract. Typically 3–6 months with the provision of larger 
sample areas than provided on the website.

• Developer Agreement
• Allows for the development of systems and products which 

may use, or be based upon, Ordnance Survey data. Activity 
is restricted to development only.

• Framework Trade Agreement
• For our paper map wholesalers and retailers.

• Paper Map Copying Licence
• For copying Ordnance Surveys paper map products.
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